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MINING AND PETROLEUM INDUSTRY � APPROVALS PROCESS REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral � Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [4.03 pm]: In 
October 2008 the state�s Auditor General issued a report in which he criticised Western Australia�s approvals 
processes. This echoed the widespread and adverse commentary about these processes that had been made by a 
number of internationally regarded resource industry groups. In order to urgently address this situation, I 
established an industry working group in November 2008 to provide strategic advice about the best way for the 
state government to make the state�s approvals processes more efficient and more welcoming for mineral and 
petroleum exploration and development activity.  

This working group consisted of a number of prominent Western Australians from both the private sector and 
relevant state government agencies that possess a broad knowledge of the minerals and petroleum industries. It 
was chaired by Hon Peter Jones, a former resources development minister in the administration of Sir Charles 
Court, with its deputy chairman being Mr John Bowler, the current state member for Kalgoorlie and a former 
resources development minister. The working group met relevant state government officers and agencies, 
proponents seeking projects and investment approvals, and industry consultants. It also reviewed a number of 
previous reports to the state government over the past decade. The working group noted that most of the 
recommendations in these reports for substantial improvement of the state�s approvals processes had not been 
implemented. In late April 2009 the industry working group submitted to me its final report, which contains 15 
recommendations and case studies provided by resource companies.  

Twelve of these recommendations relate to policy and administrative matters that could be implemented without 
the need for legislative change, while the remaining three require either significant changes or legislative 
amendment. The extent to which these recommendations will be implemented will now be considered by the 
state government�s Ministerial Taskforce on Approvals, Development and Sustainability. This task force, which 
is currently overseeing the task of streamlining approvals processes across all state government agencies, has in 
recent weeks given some consideration to the recommendations. I now table the industry working group�s final 
report titled �Industry Working Group Report: Review of Approval Processes in Western Australia�. 

[See paper 1032.]  

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


